Montana  State  Library 


This  "cover"  page  added  by  the  Internet  Archive  for  formatting  purposes 


328.05 

L13i 

1978 


March 

A  REPORT  OF  INTERIM  ACTIVITY  . 


Tm 


3  0864   1004  4109  9 


.    MONTANA  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL 


HELENA 


MARCH    197a 


EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR 

SELECTED 


F.o  X..  1973 

MONTANA  STATE  UBRARY 

930  E  Lynlrte  Ave. 

H:!3^o,  f/lonHng  59601 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL 


Terry  WalKerv  36»  of  Oenver»  Coloradot  was  se^.-cteO  as 
executive  Director  of  the  Legislative  Council,  walker 
presently  serves  as  Assistant  Director  of  the  Colorado 
Legislative  Drafting  Office  where  he  has  worked  for  7 
years.  He  received  his  law  degree  in  1969  and  has 
twelve  years  of  data  processing  experience.  Colorodc 
uses  a  computer  system  identical  to  the  one  used  in 
Montana. 


Terry  will  join  the  Legislative  Council  stjff  on 
April  1.  His  wifet  Leah»  and  son  David  will  arrive 
after  school  is  out. 


Rosie  will  stay  on  the  Council  staff  as  a  consultant 
during  the  month  of  April. 

RECODIFICATION  The  first  batch  of  camera-ready  copy  for  the  proposed 
new  code  has  been  received  by  the  Code  Commissioner,  by 
April  If  computer  tapes  containing  approximately  30  of 
the  proposed  50  titles  will  have  been  converted  to 
camera-ready  copy  which  will  be  used  to  print  the  new 
code.  It  is  est  i  matted  that  the  code  (just  statute  text 
and  histories  —  no  annotations)  will  contain  9f000 
pages.  Senate  bill  No.  1  to  adopt  the  new  code  will  oe 
prefiled  for  the  1979  Session. 

A  bill  drafting  seminar  open  to  all  state  government 
employees  and  private  attorneys*  lobbyists,  ano  other 
interested  parties  has  been  scheduled  for  September  8. 
Council  staff  attorneys  will  conduct  the  seminar. 
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subcommi  ttt*'^  on  water  rijhts  attended  a  three  day 
r  Jaw  short  course  in  Billings  at  the  end  of 
3ry.  The  course  concentrated  on  the  relationship 
^en  water  ri^jhts  and  in  str<^am  flow  ono  water 
ity  consi  j_Tdt  i  ons.  Six  r)aarinys  w^re  held 
uyhout  the  state  in  the  past  month  to  give 
ittee  memb«_rs  an  opportunity  to  talk  witri  water 
s  al  1  over  cht-  state*   Several   members   have   also 

mi ni -hear i n ^s  of  their  own  in  tneir  own  ar^as.  The 
ings  f)£ve  ooen  well  attcnaed  and  soem  to  indicate"! 
ral  support  for  dchievinq  a  quick  r»JSolution  to 
r  ri<jhts  problems*  The  next  meetinq  has  been 
dulea  for  A^>ril  15  when  Indian  water  rights  and 
e  agency  reconu.iendat  ions  will  be  studied. 

February  la  th-i  Human  Services  Commi  ttee  held  a 
ic  hearing  on  the  Committee  Discussion  Draft 
erning  reorganization  of  the  human  services 
very  syste:ii.  The  draft  elicited  a  generally 
tive   response*  Many  helpful  cor-ments  nere  receivej 

all  over  tne  state*  The  committee  will  be   meeting 

arch  iO  to  review  the  critiques  that  were  received* 

will  then  consider  modifications  and  revisions  to 

draft*  Following  the  March  10  nieetinqt  tht 
ittee's   decisions   will   be  prepared  in  bi i 1  draft 

ond  distributed  to  interested  parties*  A  (juolic 
I  ng  will  ttien  bo  scheduled  to  tM^ar  testimony  on  the 
sod  committee  discussion  draft. 


STATE  LEGAL  Tiie  subcommittee  on  state  legal  services  and  election 
SERVICES  AND  laws  mc-t  February  11  in  Helena  to  review  a  workm^^ 
ELECTION  LAWS  paper  and  progress  report  on  state  legal  services*  A 
special  elections  subcommittee  was  formed  to  work  with 
state  and  local  election  officials  to  consider  the 
dritails  on  a  revised  election  code*  The  election 
subcommittee  will  meet  in  room  432  of  the  state  capitol 
March  11  in  Helena*  The  next  meeting  of  the  entire 
subcommittee  will  be  Saturday*  April  29* 
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y  16  tne  subcommittee  on  subdivisions  met   to 

two   :>tdff   reports   on   a  survey  of  selected 

bdivibion  laws  and  on  an  analysis  of  problems 

ted    changes       in      Montana's       land      development 

The   subcommittee   directed   its   ataff   to 

alternatives    for    legislation    on     man/ 

e   issues   including   financing   of  services* 

ary  review  of  all   divisions   of   landt   park 

requirements*  school  impact  funas*  criteria 

sed  local  health  review*  and  several   otfiers. 

xt  me /ting*  tentatively  scheduled  for  April  o 

subcjmm ittee   plans   to   make   decisions   on 

these    alternatives    to    pursue    for     leu  elation 

79    sessi  on. 


LOCAL  The    subcommittee    on    local     jovernment    laws    Tiet    in    Helena 

GOVERNMENT  Feoruary    17    to   conciuue    the    sido-by-side   comparison      of 

LAWS  the      proposals      -advanced      in      Hri    122    anu    existing    local 

government  laws*  Tn«  sect  ion-Ly-sect  i  on  r,;view  of  Hj 
1^2  was  accompl  i  shoe!  in  sevon  ip.ontoly  aieetinqs  ov<r  th.; 
last  6  months.  Tho  committee  will  tiolcj  its  next  m.otinq 
in  Helenr,  on  .'"ircfi  13  to  ciscuss  nuthoos  tor  .rc-)kin 
Hft  122  into  more?  manageable  pieces  of  1  eqi  3  1  .it  i  on. 
Senutor  Greq  Jer^joson  has  been  appointed  to  repl-jc-: 
Sencitor    Chet    olciylocK    who    resi  ^nec    f  ron    tnc      Cu.nniitte. 

LOCAL  The         Legislative      Council       still       h.is       copies       of       thi; 

GOVERNMENT  s  i  de -by-s  i  de      comparison      of       iJxistin^       .iontana         local 

WORKING  government    laws    and    rlB    122»    As    was    reportecj    la;>n    (nontn? 

DOCUMENT  one    copy    is    availcple    at    no    charge    for    eici    1  e  j  i  s  I -it)r . 

STILL  Jtru  r    copies    may    pe    purchased    for    ^40    each   plu^    .na  i  1  1  n  . 

AVAILABLE  costs.    Contact    tho    Legislative    Council     in    Helen.). 


SUBCOMMITTEE 
ON    EDUCATION 


The  fourth  meeting  of  the  Interim  oubcom,  <  ttf  ,•  on 
Education      will       occur       on       f-riday*       .iircri         ji,  l,;?'.'- 

be^jinninj  at  9:3-  a.m.  in  R^om  Zlb^  Stat-  Copi-^l.  i;i.; 
SubcoKimi  ttet  will  continue  discussion  of  the  'istoric 
Kecoros  study  anu  Community  ColleCjC  jover  n  >fice.  i/i 
addition*  tnree  discussion  models  for  a  state  kiper^tej 
Vocc  t  ional-Techni  cal  Center  system  will  be  presente'.' 
and  discussed-  There  will  bo  an  Ojjportunity  f^r  public 
response    to    the    discussion    models. 


COMMITTEE    ON  The      Committee      on       Legislativs       Improvement         m-t         0,1 

LEGISLATIVE  hcoruary       17       to      review       tfte      details    of    the    committee 

IMPROVEMENT  block       scheoulin^       system      and      a      new      plan      for         th-' 

orientation      conference.       both      plons      were    tentatively 

adopted.    Trie    cominittae    will     meet    March    3i.    at    iJ:jO     j.n.. 

to   Make    final     recomniendoti  ons    on    all     iteiis       ccr.sidereu. 

Alcl^oujh  money  is  not  available  to  rkiinturse  your 
travel*  you  may  find  the?  March  31  met-tin-j  very 
inf  ormat  i  vt;.  Chairman  Stan  Stephens  urges  leislators 
to      cojiment      on      the         time         mana  lement  i  riprov/errient  s 

recommended    by    th.     commi tte- , 
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of  Hi3  77  anc  adopted  his  recumnendat  i  on 
tte  seek  chan«jes  in  HAPA  in  the  197'^ 
epartment  of  Revenue's  negative  rRspons<^i 
e*  s  petition  to  conform  the  win.;  license 
to  the  statute  was  read  into  th j  record, 
ucted  to  search  for  some  niadle  yroun.l 
ion    accordingly*     The    subject    of 

was  added  to  a  list  of  items  to  be 
exported  on  by  staff.  Repr  esento  t  i  ves  of 
ily  met  committee  objections  to  tho. 
jn  studies  training  requiremjnts  for 
committee  voted  to  repeat  its  objections 
nt  of  Revenue  on  the  combined  population 
quota  rules.  Minor  comments  on  otner 
reviewed*  and  appropriate  letters  to 
«  approved. 


Coal  Tjx  Oversight 


MEETING  HELD     Thi  Coal  Tax   Oversight   Committee   met   in   Helena   on 
FEBRUARY  11      Fecruary   11   to   review   several  programs  and  projects 
fundea  by  coal  tax  revenue. 

ALTERNATIVE  The  committee  oiscussed  the  budgets  of  the   Alternative 

RENEWABLE  Renewable   tnerjy   rind   Kenewaole   Resources   Programs* 

ENERGY  AND  considering  the  ofimi  ni  st  rat  i  ve  costs   of   each   prograni 

RENEWABLE  and  new  directions  they  might  take,  .■member s  had  visiteo 

RESOURCES  the   alternative   energy   -jrant  projects  in  their  local 

PROGRAMS  ara.?s  and  discussed   the   purpose   and   impact   of   thrf 
pro  1  ram. 
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GRAl^JT 

PROGRAM 


PROGRAMS  TO 
STIMULATE 
LOCAL 
BUSINESS 


Th<^  Committee  made  numerous  suggestions  to  th-- 
Dep^rtment  of  community  Affairs  on  the  plans  and 
obj<?ctives  of  the  study*  funded  uy  the  Coal  :ioardt  to 
determine  objective  criteria  for  determinin  coal 
i(^l^.act.  The  Camoiittee  urged  the  department  to  proceed 
as  rapialy  as  possiole  with  the  studyt  so  that  the  data 
an<t  conclusions  would  oe  available  to  tne  leJislature 
and  the  public  well  before  the  1979  session. 

Lai.tly»  the  Co.T.mi  ttee  ciscussed  other  states*  programs 
'lesii^nea  to  itiraulate  local  businesses  throu  ;h 
investment  of  state  trust  and  retirement  funds  and 
considered  how  these  programs  could  oe  adaoted  to 
Montana's  coal  tax  trust  fund  investment.  Tnis 
discussion  will  oe  continuec  at  the  Commi  t  ce.2*  s  next 
II, e<.- ting  in  early  May. 


Revenue  Oversight  Committee 


MEETING 
SCHEDULED  FOR 
MARCH  11 


Th'r  Revenue  Jver  sight  Coiiimittee  will  meet  in  Helena 
March  11  to  discuss  taxation  of  financial  institutions* 
tinber*       motor      vv^nicles*       metal       mines*       Jna         several 


mineral  rights. 


Committee  Un  InJiari  Lei,al  Jur  i  s'i  ice  i  on 


As  of  F»-'t)ruary  ^D♦  1973»  no  on-res  ?r\/at  i  l  t  public 
hearinjs  nad  bee.i  firiiily  scheduljl*  ;M  le  isl.3tor.i 
will  receive  jcjil'd  notice  wheri  ar  r  a*i  ^e.nent  s  iS  to 
exact  ti.-net  placet  and  aqenda  have  been  sm'ic  . 


environmental  Cuality  Council 
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A  HK.nfter  ot  the  cwC  staff  cittenclea  ''.  li.etitin 
Yel 1 Q wstone,  basin  und  Adjacent  Co^l  Arta  lcv 
final  draft  neld  in  Billinrs  on  February 
Hepresentat  i  ves  fro.n  state  a  unci 
Bur  1  i  fiyton-r.orthernt  and  f.iOeral  ajencies  *er 
to  discuss  ch-iii^esf  ajditionst  ana  ael.^ti 
final  draft.  'irijor  topics  r^iviewed  w 
transportation  s/sctms»  river  water  use*  and 
and  low  rates  of  coal  dev*"l  opmenn  v 
environmental  quality  of  thj  state.  con 
Environmental   cual i ty  Council  for  further  in 

A  regularly  scnedul  ed  meeting  of  the  tnv  i  r  onm.  ntal 
•quality  Council  v^as  held  on  Fridayt  February  17f  197«. 
Followin<j  is  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  topics   oiscussea: 

A  report  was  ji  ven  on  the  activity  of  the  Bonneville 
Power  Acini  ni  strati  on  and  how  power  will  Lie-  generate  1 
anu  transmitted  throucjhout  the  northwest*  incluoimj 
eastern  Montana.  A  bill  proposed  by  the  t^aciric 
Nortnw<;st  utility  Coordinating  Council  w^s  ^Iso 
di  bcussed. 

Energy  legislation  in  other  staf^iS  was  discusse:  so  tn-^ 
1979  Legislature  inay  consioer  a  concise*  well -written 
set  of  bills.  energy  legislation  reseirch  will  be  an 
on-  oin-j  project  with  various  legislators  involved. 

Somj  discussion  centered  on  Montana  Power's  proioseo 
Alternative  Energy  Standby  Charge.  The  chjr  .e  wab 
explained  by  EUC  btaff  and  a  representative  from  .^Pu 
who  explained  the  Company's  position  j.io  stated  tn- 
proposal  was  not  before  the  Public  Service  Corr.mission 
at  this  ti  aie. 


fcUC  btaff  was  cirected  by  tfie  Council  to  review  th-- 
programs  of  Oil  and  i^as  Leasing  and  Alternative  cnorciy. 
The  staff  was  al^o  directed  to  detertrine  if  jqencies 
were  following  procedures  as  outlined  Dy  thj  f1ont<jn.3 
environmental  Polic/  Act  (McPa). 
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Legislative    Audit    Cotnnr.ittfce 


Jhi  Legislative  Audit  Committee  met  February  2^f  1978f 
at  the  State  Capitol  ana  is  scheduled  to  m^et  aguin 
March  27f  1978- 


C 


REPORTS 
ISSUED 


Financial  compliance  audit  reports  r 
snu       filed   oy   tne   Legislative   Au 
Deportment   of   Social   and   Rehabil 
r^e.iicaid   ^'rocJr am;  *   Department   of 
Lajor   Standards   Division*   Human 
Personnel   Appeal   Division;*  Review 
txcess  of  Appropriations  for  Certain 
Dtpartiient    cf    Co-HiHuni  ty   Affairs 
Division;*  Report   on   Review   of   C 
Ad.iii  ni  strati  ve   txpenses;*   Departme 
ana   Occupational   Licensincj*   Revie 
Abatements;*   L.jstern   MontancJ   Coll 
Institutions*  center  for  trie  A<jed- 
oy   the  Urfice  of  the  Legislative  Au 
werr;  conducteo  oy  Certified  Public 


eceivedt  ri>  viewed* 
dit  Commit Lee  were: 
i tat  ion  Sar vices* 
Labor  and  Industry* 
R  i  ynt  s  !)i  V  i  s  i  on* 
of  Expenditures  in 
Statf  Ay':'ncies;>"' 
*  Human  Xusources 
ertain  Travel  and 
nt  of  iProf  ess  iofidl 
w  of  txtendi  ture 
ec^e;  Pepartment  or 
(*Audits  conducted 
ditor.  uthor  auoits 
Accountant   firms.) 


FOLLOW-UP 


Que  to  interest  in  the  implementation  of  certain 
recommendations*  tne  committee  request  :c;  th  • 
Leyislative  Auditor  to  follow  up  audit  recommendations 
made  in  previous  audits  of  the  Depart.nent  of 
Professional  and  Occupational  Licensing*  6oar'i  of  Real 
Estate*  Public  employees*  Retirement  Syst-iu*  and 
Teachers*  Ret  i  recent  Syste.n. 


WORKERS'         Tho.   Attorney   general  made  his  quarterly  report  to  th; 
COMPENSATION     Let^islative    AuJit    Committee    on     the     rtorKers' 
Co.npensati  on  investigation- 


CONTRACT 

AUDIT 

PROGRAM 


The  committee  ajded  a  penalty  clause  for  failure  at 
certified  public  accounting  firms  to  coijtplete  the 
contracted  audit  report  by  the  due  date  specifiea  in 
th^  contract-  Inn  committee  also  approved  a  list  of 
a^iencies  to  be  audited  this  year  tnrou  ^h  the  contr  jct 
dui  i  t  provjram- 


SUNSET 
AUDITS 


The  Legislative  Audit  Committee  approved  tfi"  sunset 
audit  report  process-  The  first  rej^ort  on  the  ooard  of 
Abstracters  will  oe  distributed  to  the  committ»iO  at  the 
March  27  meeting  and  will  be  followed  by  a  fiublic 
meeting  for  testimony  in  late  April*  All  of  the  first 
cycle  of  suns>?t  auoits  should  be  completed  by  Octooer 
31,  197tt. 


REPORTS 
AVAILABLE 


Copies  of  all  audit  reports  are  available  from  the 
Office  of  the  Legislative  Auditor*  Room  131.*  State 
Capitol*  Helena*  Montana-  Telephone  44^-3122- 


Montcna    Consumer    Com-T^ittee 


MEETING    HELD  Ttn        Montand       Lcn>u(iier       Conimitteo         met         ^fcor^J.iry  ^'7 

FEBRUARY    27  prin.-irily    to    n-vioot    tne    cai>rlodd    and    projectoij    exp^.nse^i 

of    the   office    for    the    Da)ance    of    t^l*'    fiscul     yi.r. 


GRAIN 
SHIPMENT 
PROBLEMS 
DISCUSSED 


Our  i  ncj  the  rr'^etinqf  an  in-deptn  discussion  with 
re  "jr  esentat  i  ves         of  the         rlontano         Department  of 

Agriculture  recording  Montana's  ^rain  c^r  i,iicrtci;-> 
occurreo*  As  a  result  of  tf<e  conf er enc>r' t  tf»<-'  .onsi.iii.  r 
Counsel  was  instructea  to  contact  thi?  tnairmin  of  tne 
Interstate  Com.nerce  Commission  and  the  J^r^sif  ent  of 
durlinoton  Nortnern  ano  invite  sui,  jost  i  ^  n^  .in  3 
discussion.  If  f--asiole»  an  open  n^eeting  with  ,  okos..i  n 
for    those    entities    may    be    sponsored    in    trie    ne<;r    furure. 


It  was  also  annojnced  that  the  offices  of  >-ynsu.i.rr 
Counsel  and  the  Department  of  A^jricultur  h.t ',  rec^Mitly 
obtained    a    favorable    ruliny    from      t.he       I.C-C.  avjdinst 

Montana  railroads  wnich  could  leoO  to  rep.yiiient  of 
several  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  i-ionta"-.,!  jrjin 
shijjpers.  The         time         within         wnicn  the  Montan,: 

railroads      niay    appeal    nas    nut    expirod. 


Further  Inf  ormcit  ion :  f^or  further  information  on  any  item  i -i  tni  s 
n-wslettert  please  contact  the  Legislative  Council  Officv.  or  th-i 
specific    Iccjislativo    agency     involved. 


